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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to Application No. 10/585,846 filed 
07/12/2006, which is the national stage entry of PCT/JP05/00242 filed 
01/12/2005, which claims priority to Japanese Application No. 2004-007685, filed 
01/15/2004 claims 1-19 have been examined. 

Specification 

2. Regarding claim 19, the specification is objected to as failing to provide 
proper antecedent basis for the claimed subject matter (e.g. computer-readable 
recording medium). See 37 CFR 1 .75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Regarding claim 18, "A program" as claimed is a data structure not embodied in 
a statutory form of computer-readable media which is software per se and non- 
statutory subject matter. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

6. The claims are generally narrative and indefinite, failing to conform with 
current U.S. practice. They appear to be a literal translation into English from a 
foreign document and are replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. 

Regarding claim 1 , line 2 recites "plural types" which is unclear. Lines 10-11, 
recite "an other image file" which is unclear. Line 13 recites "an other type" which 
is unclear. 

Regarding claim 2, lines 4, 9, and 10, there is an unclear use of the term "where" 
that can be interpreted as "location". Lines 6-7 recite "...operable to display, 
into alignment corresponding to a location..." is unclear. 

Regarding claim 3, line 4, there is an unclear use of the term "where" that can be 
interpreted as "location". 
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Regarding claim 7, line 13 recites "...update the targeted page index by 
corresponding to ttie new targeted page..." is unclear. 

Regarding claim 8, line 3 recites "...display a process of the update..." is unclear. 

Regarding claim 9, lines 11-12 recite "...after being moved point a type..." Is 
unclear. 

Regarding claim 10, lines 2-3 recite "...display a process of the update..." is 
unclear. 

Regarding claim 17, lines 2-3 recites "plural types" which is unclear. Lines 10 
and 12 recite "an other image file" which is unclear. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following Is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 

U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed In the United States before 

the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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8. Claims 1 -1 5 and 1 7-1 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being 
anticipated by Anthony et al. (US 2005/0091596 A1 , liereinafter referred to as 
"Anthony"). 

Regarding claim 1 , Anthony discloses an image file list display device that 
displays on a screen a list of a plurality of image files classified by a series of 
plural types, 

said image file list display device comprising a scaled-down image display 
unit operable to display each of the plurality of image files as a scaled-down 
image which is an image scaled down from an image indicated by each image 
file. More specifically, a three-dimensional (3D) view of a data collection based 
on an attribute is disclosed (Anthony, abstract), a thumbnail typically refers to a 
representation of the contents of a file encapsulated in an icon or other image of 
a size smaller than the original image size that is displayed in a file listing 
environment (Anthony, [0006]). 

wherein said scaled-down image display unit is operable to position and 
display a scaled-down image corresponding to an image file that belongs to a 
targeted type on a targeted page. More specifically, the ordering attribute may 
be based on time, thus arranging the items chronologically, e.g., by using a date 
of creation or date of edit attribute as the ordering attribute. Items may be 
grouped in chronological order in a logical timeline in such a way as to allow a 
user to easily navigate and locate items. The items may then be presented to the 
user in a way that reflects this timeline. Such a presentation to the user is herein 
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referred to herein as a "dynamic timeline view." An illustrative embodiment of a 
dynamic timeline view is shown in FIG. 4 (Anthony, [0042]). 

and to position and display a scaled-down image corresponding to an 
other image file that belongs to the targeted type or a scaled-down image 
corresponding to an image file that belongs to an other type lying adjacent to the 
targeted type, on an untargeted page having a smaller display area than the 
targeted page. More specifically, when a group is not at the focal point (i.e. is 
not the focal group), it is a non-focal group. Generally, a non-focal group will 
have certain properties associated with it. For example, in an embodiment where 
the view Is presented with a 3D effect, the non-focal groups will be presented in 
such a way as to highlight the three dimensions (Anthony, [0065]). 

Regarding claim 2, Anthony teaches the image file list display device according 
to claim 1 , further comprising a classification type display unit operable to display 
a type where an image file corresponding to a scaled-down image displayed by 
said scaled-down image display unit belongs to (Anthony, [0067], Fig. 6, item 
608). 

wherein said classification type display unit is operable to display, into 
alignment corresponding to a location of the targeted page and a location of the 
untargeted page on the screen, the type where the image file corresponding to 
the scaled-down Image displayed on the targeted page belongs to and the type 
where the image file corresponding to the scaled-down image displayed on the 
untargeted page belongs to (Anthony, [0067], Fig. 6, item 610). 
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Regarding claim 3, Anthony teaclies tlie image file list display device according 
to claim 2, wherein said scaled-down image display unit is operable to display the 
targeted page and the untargeted page in a row so that the type where the image 
file corresponding to the scaled-down image positioned on each page belongs to 
Is aligned In an order of the series of plural types (Anthony, [0067], Fig. 6, 8a, 
and 8b). 

Regarding claim 4, Anthony teaches the image file list display device according 
to claim 3, wherein, in the case where scaled-down images corresponding to 
image files belonging to a same type are positioned on a plurality of pages, said 
classification type display unit is operable to display the type corresponding to 
the pages in an area having size corresponding to the number of the pages 
(Anthony, [0048], Fig. 6, 7, and 12b). 

Regarding claim 5, Anthony teaches the image file list display device according 
to claim 3, wherein said scaled-down image display unit is operable to gradually 
condense and display the untargeted page according to a distance between the 
type corresponding to the target page and the type corresponding to the 
untargeted page in alignment of the series of plural types (Anthony, Fig. 4, 6, 8a, 
8b, 12a and 12b). 
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Regarding claim 6, Anthony teaches the image file list display device according 
to claim 3, wherein said classification type display unit is further operable to 
display a targeted page index explicitly indicating a type corresponding to the 
targeted page from among the types displayed (Anthony, Fig. 13 and 14). 

Regarding claim 7, Anthony teaches the image file list display device according 
to claim 6, further comprising a deciding unit operable to acquire point 
designation on the screen and decide whether the acquired point belongs to the 
untargeted page or not, wherein said scaled-down image display unit is operable 
to update the targeted page with an untargeted page when said deciding unit 
decides the point belongs to the untargeted page, change the current targeted 
page to an untargeted page, and display the untargeted page, and said 
classification type display unit is operable, when a new targeted page is 
displayed by said scaled-down image display unit, to update the targeted page 
index by corresponding to the new targeted page, and display the updated 
targeted page index (Anthony, [0059]-[0060], [0079]). 

Regarding claim 8, Anthony teaches the image file list display device according 
to claim 7, wherein said scaled-down image display unit and said classification 
type display unit are operable to display a process of the update with a moving 
image (Anthony, [0059]-[0060]). 
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Regarding claim 9, Anthony teaches the image file list display device according 
to claim 6, wherein said classification type display unit Is operable to align the 
types corresponding to the targeted page and the untargeted page in a row, and 
display the types, said Image file list display device further comprises a slider 
display unit operable to display a slider image having a tab, which moves in 
parallel with the alignment of the types according to a user's operation, and 
wherein, in the case where the tab of the slider image is moved, said scaled- 
down Image display unit Is operable to update and display the targeted page to 
have the tab after being moved point a type of the targeted page (Anthony, 
[0081]). 

Regarding claim 10, Anthony teaches the image file list display device according 
to claim 9, wherein said scaled-down image display unit is operable to display a 
process of the update with a moving image (Anthony, [0059]-[0060], [0081]). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Anthony teaches the image file list display device according 
to claim 5, wherein said scaled-down image display unit is operable to display, In 
the targeted page and the untargeted page, information indicating attribute 
Information of each scaled-down image, and to display the information Indicating 
attribute information even when the untargeted page is condensed and displayed 
(Anthony, Fig. 4, 6, 8a, 8b, 12a and 12b). 
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Regarding claim 12, Anthony teaches the image file list display device according 
to claim 3, wherein, In the case where scaled-down images corresponding to 
image files belonging to a same type are positioned on a plurality of pages, said 
scaled-down Image display unit Is operable to display a header Indicating the 
type on a first page of the plurality of pages (Anthony, [0067], Fig. 4, 6, 8a, 8b, 
12a and 12b). 

Regarding claim 13, Anthony teaches the image file list display device according 
to claim 1, wherein said scaled-down image display unit is operable to position, in 
virtual three-dimensional space, the targeted page and the untargeted page 
where the scaled-down images are positioned, and to display a projection view 
acquired when the targeted page and the untargeted page are viewed from a 
certain view point (Anthony, Fig. 4, 5, 6, 8a, 8b, 10a, 10b, 10c, 11, 12a and 12b). 

Regarding claim 14 Anthony teaches the image file list display device according 
to claim 13, wherein said scaled-down image display unit is operable to position 
the targeted page and the untargeted page in virtual three-dimensional space so 
that the targeted page is in parallel with the screen and the untargeted page 
diagonally Intersects the screen (Anthony, Fig. 4, 5, 6, 8a, 8b, 10a, 10b, 10c, 11, 
12a and 12b). 

Regarding claim 15, Anthony teaches the image file list display device according 
to claim 14, wherein said scaled-down image display unit is operable to position 
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untargeted pages in virtual tliree-climensional space in a way that an untargeted 
page closer to the targeted page among the untargeted pages comes closer to 
being in parallel with the screen (Anthony, Fig. 4, 5, 6, 8a, 8b, 10a, 10b, 10c, 11, 
12a and 12b). 

Regarding claim 17, Anthony teaches an image file list display method for 
displaying on a screen a list of a plurality of image files classified by a series of 
plural types, said image file list display method comprising 

a scaled-down image display step of displaying each of the plurality of 
Image files as a scaled-down image which is an image scaled down from an 
image indicated by each image file. More specifically, a three-dimensional (3D) 
view of a data collection based on an attribute is disclosed (Anthony, abstract), a 
thumbnail typically refers to a representation of the contents of a file 
encapsulated in an icon or other image of a size smaller than the original image 
size that is displayed in a file listing environment (Anthony, [0006]). 

wherein, in said scaled-down image display step, a scaled-down image 
corresponding to the image file that belongs to a targeted type Is positioned and 
displayed on a targeted page. More specifically, the ordering attribute may be 
based on time, thus arranging the items chronologically, e.g., by using a date of 
creation or date of edit attribute as the ordering attribute. Items may be grouped 
In chronological order In a logical timeline in such a way as to allow a user to 
easily navigate and locate items. The items may then be presented to the user in 
a way that reflects this timeline. Such a presentation to the user is herein referred 
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to herein as a "dynamic timeline view." An illustrative embodiment of a dynamic 
timeline view is shown in FIG. 4 (Anthony, [0042]). 

and a scaled-down image corresponding to an other image file that 
belongs to the targeted type or a scaled-down image corresponding to an image 
file that belongs to an other image file belonging to other type lying adjacent to 
the targeted type is positioned and displayed, on an untargeted page having a 
smaller area than the targeted page. More specifically, when a group is not at 
the focal point (i.e. is not the focal group), it is a non-focal group. Generally, a 
non-focal group will have certain properties associated with it. For example, in an 
embodiment where the view is presented with a 3D effect, the non-focal groups 
will be presented in such a way as to highlight the three dimensions (Anthony, 
[0065]). 

Regarding claim 18, this claim states a program for an image file list display 
device that displays on a screen a list of a plurality of image files classified by a 
series of plural types, said program causing a computer to execute the step 
included in the image file list display method according to claim 17, thus the 
same rationale of rejection is applicable. 

Regarding claim 19, this claim states a computer-readable recording medium in 
which a program Is recorded for an image file list display device that displays on 
a screen a list of a plurality of image files classified by a series of plural types. 
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wherein the program according to claim 18 is recorded, thus the same rationale 
of rejection is applicable. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

10. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Anthony as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Moore et al. (US 
7,409,644 B2, hereinafter referred to as "Moore") 



Regarding claim 16, Anthony teaches the image file list display device according 
to claim 1 , however may not explicitly teach 

an image display device that displays an image indicated by an image file 
selected from a plurality of image files classified by a series of plural types, said 
image display device comprising: 

a selection instruction acquiring unit operable to acquire a selection 

instruction of a user for a scaled-down image displayed by said image file 

list display device; and 

an image display unit operable to display an image indicated by an 

image file corresponding to the selected scaled-down image. 
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Moore discloses a file system shell is provided. One aspect of the shell 
provides virtual folders which expose regular files and folders to users in different 
views based on their metadata instead of the actual physical underlying file 
system structure on the disk (Moore, abstract). A user can select any one of the 
thumbnail images, which will cause a larger preview image of the user thumbnail 
selection image to be displayed within the preview control area (Moore, col 38, 
line 61-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made given the teachings of Anthony and Moore that a device for 
displaying reduced scaled images based upon different attributes or types of 
classifications would include the function of selecting the scaled images in order 
to display a full sized image, would be readily apparent. With both Anthony and 
Moore disclosing organizing items based on different attributes and with Moore 
further disclosing actual selection of a thumbnail to view a larger version, one of 
ordinary skill in the art of implementing a a device for displaying reduced scaled 
images based upon different attributes or types of classifications would include 
the function of selecting the scaled images in order to display a full sized image 
in order to function like a typical file shell browser. One would therefor be 
motivated to combine these teachings as in doing so would create this a device 
for displaying reduced scaled images based upon different attributes or types of 
classifications 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to PATRICK F. RIEGLER whose telephone 
number is (571 )270-3625. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 
9:00-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Kieu Vu can be reached on (571 )272-4057. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Patricl< F Riegler/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2173 

/Kieu Vu/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2173 



